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Information Sources

• Fulton History 
• www.fultonhistory.com

• Ancestry 
• www.ancestry.com

• FamilySearch 
• www.familysearch.org

• Franklin County Registry of Deeds
• www.masslandrecords.com/Franklin/

• Miscellaneous old maps (see slide near the end for details)
• State Library of MA, Boston Public Library, Registry of Deeds, Old Maps
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Source 1: Fulton History (www.fultonhistory.com)



Fulton History
• Useful information found:

• Yearly Building Reports or Building Records 
through 1917 
• Unsure what year they begin, but I found back to 

1894

• Lists the name of the property owner, the street, 
and the cost of every house built in town that 
year

• Residences section of building report from 
December 22, 1984 Greenfield Gazette and 
Courier 

• Interesting stories about people living in the 
house or on the street

• Advertisements of houses for rent or sale



Click Here





Fulton History Searching
• Boolean allows you to use logic like AND, OR, 

NOT

• Stemming uses grammatical variations of 
search terms 

• Fuzziness is a scale 0-9. Allows close matches.

• Phrase “w/5“ searches within 5 words of 
previous term

• Wildcards: * matches any number of missing 
characters, ? matches one missing character

• (filename contains([insert here])) finds all 
filenames with “insert here”
• Each newspaper scan is saved with the city name, 

name of the newspaper, and years (though some are 
ranges like “2012 – 2015”)

• See FAQs page for more detailed search help:

https://fultonhistory.com/Fulton_New_help.html



Fulton History Search Examples

13 w/5 spring terrace AND (filename contains(Greenfield))
• Any articles with the exact phrase “spring terrace” when the number 13 is 

within 5 words of the phrase, and only in filenames that contain “Greenfield”

property AND assessment AND (filename contains(Greenfield)) AND 
filename(contains(1924))

• Any articles from 1924 in Greenfield with both of the words “property” and 
“assessment” somewhere on the page

spring te* AND 1931 AND (filename contains(Greenfield)) 
• Any articles from Greenfield with “1931” and either “spring ter” or “spring 

terrace” or “spring team” or any other phrase that started with “spring te-”



Search field: f e wells w/10 spring terrace AND (filename contains(Greenfield))

Filename: Greenfield MA Gazette 1908-1909 – 0347.pdf



Save full page PDF by clicking download button similar to:                     or



Or save PDF by right clicking newspaper scan, select “This Frame” then “Save Frame As…”



Source 2: Ancestry.com

Access while in the 
library for free!

https://greenfieldpubliclibrary.org
/b/7/Ancestrycom



https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/

• Greenfield City 
Directories 
1880 – 1963

• More recent street 
directories can be 
found in the Local 
History room at the 
Greenfield Public 
Library

• Prior to 1916, 
directories are 
alphabetical only
• To find someone on a 

street or at an address, 
search using keyword

• Add year if only looking 
for one specific year







https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/

• From 1916 - 1963, 
you can find a 
whole street at a 
time

• Use Browse to open 
the directory from 
one year and 
navigate toward the 
end of the 
document to find 
the street you want





Source 3: FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org)



• Better quality 
images of census 
records than 
Ancestry.com

• Need to know a 
name on the record 
to search though

• Click:
Search -> 
Records -> 
More Options



• Rufus Lily is 
someone who I 
know lived on 
Spring Terrace 
from an 1899 
newspaper article 
found on Fulton 
History:

Greenfield Gazette and Courier January 1899 



Webpage it 
takes you to

Click name for 1900 
Census record

Click to view



Click to 
download 
entire census 
page

If looking for 
others on same 
street, be sure to 
check next page of 
the census. 
Sometimes they 
are separated by 
multiple pages too.



Source 4: Franklin County Registry of Deeds
(www.masslandrecords.com/Franklin/)



• Most useful search 
options:
• Name Search

• Name of owner

• Book
• Book and Page

• Property
• Address

• If recorded plans 
exist:
• Name Search
• Book
• Property



• Search by 
full address

• Click Deed

• Click 
grantor to 
see 
previous 
deeds 
(when they 
got the 
property)

• Keep going 
back 
through 
grantors to 
see who 
owned 
property 
over time



• Click “View 
Images” to see a 
copy of the deed

• Click “Add to 
Basket” to save 
deed and 
download 
multiple later 
from “Basket” at 
top of screen



Registry of Deeds Tips:

• Many deeds/plans do 
not have full address, 
only street name. You 
can leave out Street #

• Note different 
spellings of “Spring 
Ter” and “Spring 
Terr”…

• I have found multiple 
instances of a 
grantor’s name being 
misspelled and/or 
alternate names
• You may have to 

search by date or last 
name only if no 
previous deed is 
found with grantor’s 
name



Source 5: Library of Congress – Sanborn Maps
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/

• To find Greenfield’s 
maps:
• Click “More Locations”

• Click “Massachusetts”

• It will bring you back to 
the search results for all 
of MA. 

• Click “More Locations” 
again

• Click “Greenfield”

• It should then display all 
of Greenfield’s Maps



Sanborn Maps
• Show information about 

buildings, though 
earliest maps don’t 
include areas far from 
downtown

• Years available for 
Greenfield:
• 1887
• 1892
• 1896
• 1902
• 1909
• 1914
• 1922
• 1948



Other Available Maps Showing Buildings
• State Library of Massachusetts Digital Repository (https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/)

• 1871 Atlas of Franklin County
• 1884 Greenfield Atlas
• 1894 Atlas of Massachusetts
• 1918 Greenfield Atlas

• Leventhal Map Collection at Boston Public Library (https://collections.leventhalmap.org/)
• 1795 Plan of Greenfield
• 1830 Map of Greenfield
• 1877 Birds Eye View map of Greenfield
• 1884 Greenfield Atlas
• 1918 Atlas of Greenfield

• 1895 D.L. Miller Map of Greenfield
• Registry of Deeds Plan Book 0RMAP, Page 55
• Or see it hanging on the wall just inside the Historical Society building

• Old Maps (https://shop.old-maps.com/)
• Lot plans that I couldn’t find in the Registry of Deeds

https://archives.lib.state.ma.us/
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/
https://shop.old-maps.com/


Miscellaneous Tips

• Plan file structure ahead of time
• A folder for each website/source
• A folder inside each source folder for each type of file: maps, directories, 

newspaper articles

• Save files in consistent format
• YYYY-MM-DD – [Topic] is what I used for newspaper articles

• Ex. 1902-11-05 – Building Record for 1902

• Date first will arrange files chronologically when sorted alphabetically

• Try variations of names/words when searching
• “st” vs “street” vs “str”
• “Bob Johnson” vs “Robert Johnson” vs “Rob Johnson” vs “R Johnson” vs. “R J”
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